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©Royal Mail Group Ltd 2014, courtesy of The Postal Museum, POST 56/6  
Women sorting broken parcels, a job previously confined to men in case women saw ‘indecent’ material in opened parcels. 



©The Postal Museum, 2010-0535
‘No. 3 POSTWOMAN’ Black Cat cigarette card. This is number 3 of a set of 50 cigarette cards issued by Carreras Limited and entitled 
‘Women on War Work’.  



©The Postal Museum, POST 47 29 Code of Conduct book
This record of women employed in the Royal Engineers Postal Section (REPS) as temporary sorters 
from 26 July 1915 to 11 March 1916, records personal details, accidents, incidents on duty and 
attitudes to work. 



©Royal Mail Group 2014, courtesy of The Postal Museum, illustrations from St Martin’s Le Grand, 1916, POST 92 
Sister Susie at the GPO (General Post Office) was a reoccurring cartoon in St Martin’s Le Grand, the General Post Office staff magazine. 



©Royal Mail Group Ltd 2014, courtesy of The Postal Museum, St Martin’s Le Grand, 1918, p.107-9 POST 92 
Photographs of female telephonists honoured for bravery including Mabel Eleanor Clarke, (centre, left hand column) who ‘came on duty 
on every possible occasion of emergency through bombardment and gunfire’. 



©Royal Mail Group Ltd 2014, courtesy of The Postal Museum, The Post, 1917, POST 
115/394
This advert for Rowntree’s Cocoa from 1917 uses a postwoman to endorse their product. 
It includes a diary extract  describing how she drinks cocoa to keep the cold out. 



©Royal Mail Group Ltd 2014, courtesy of The Postal Museum, The Post, 1919, POST 115/396
This concert was held a year after the war had ended in 1919 to raise the money to pay for a war memorial to fallen colleagues. King 
Edward Building was the headquarters of the General Post Office. 



©Royal Mail Group Ltd 2014, courtesy of The Postal Museum, St Martin’s Le Grand, 1915, POST 92 
This photograph shows 20 Kensington Palace Gardens, a mansion lent to the GPO for use as a hospital by Major and the Hon. 
Mrs Marten Dunne. There is accommodation for 23 patients and it is paid for by the Post Office Relief Fund. 



©Royal Mail Group Ltd 2014, courtesy of The Postal Museum, St Martin’s Le Grand, 1918, POST 92 
This illustration of the Christmas concert at 20 Kensington Gardens was drawn by Agnes B. Ferard. It shows patients taking it
in turns to show off their individual talents. 



©The Postal Museum, 2012-0049/19
This photograph shows a typical Post Office counter in the early 20th century. On the left hand side of the photo signs indicate 
the different services offered by the GPO including purchase of saving certificates, licences and in the First World War, War
Bonds.



©Royal Mail Group Ltd 2014, courtesy of The Postal Museum, St Martin’s Le Grand, 1915, POST 92 
The GPO offered jobs to Belgian and French postal workers. Including postmen, telephonists and sorters. Over 30 were housed 
at Valentine’s Mansions in Ilford, Essex. Others were employed in the Foreign Section at Mount Pleasant, London. 



©Royal Mail Group Ltd 2014, courtesy of The Postal Museum, illustration from St Martin’s Le Grand, 1918
This cartoon, originally published in Punch magazine then acquired by the Post Office Records Committee accuses the GPO of 
profiteering from the war effort. 



©Royal Mail Group Ltd 2014, courtesy of The Postal Museum, cover of St Martin’s Le Grand, 1917 POST 92
German naval blockades led to the introduction of food rationing. In 1917 the GPO urged their employees to ‘Eat Less Bread’. 


