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The Postal Museum Learning resource
Terms of Use

By downloading this PowerPoint and using these images you agree to
The Postal Museum and Royal Mail Group Ltd terms of use.

The material in this PowerPoint is provided for non-commercial and
educational use in your classroom.

You can use the presentation or individual images in lessons and
activities, and print out the images for use in your classroom.

You can share the presentation with other teachers for non-commercial
and educational use in their classrooms.

Image credits must be included wherever the image is used. These are
below each image, e.g. ©The Postal Museum 2010-0423/2

Non-The Postal Museum material is included at the agreement of the
copyright holder and must also be credited, e.g. ©Courtesy of BT heritage
and archives
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©Royal Mail Group 2015, courtesy of The Postal Museum, POST 118/1171
Penny Black stamps were printed in sheets of 240. They were cut by hand.
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©Royal Mail Group 2015, courtesy of The Postal Museum, POST 100/1

A page from Rowland Hill's 1840 diary. The entry for May 6 1840 reads: ‘At work at 7.50. Stamps came into use

today'.
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©The Postal Museum
lllustrated prepaid envelopes designed by William Mulready were short lived. People felt they were too fancy
and made fun of the grand imagery. Very few were posted.
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On sisiler paper to that of Page I0A. It has beea dipped ia carbonste of potash.
Attesps have bees made to affect the coleur in the bottes row with fagr diffarent

clesalng Tluids, the first of which vas “soap sed vater”,

©Royal Mail Group 2015, courtesy of The Postal Museum, POST 141/08
The Rainbow Trials in 1840 which colour ink would be the best to make a cancellation mark on the Penny
Black stamp to show it had been used.
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©The Postal Museum,
Sheet of Penny Red stamps. The hand printing techniques created variation in colour and different shades of
red.
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ER BOXES.

Notice to Ee Public.

28rd Nov., n.u-laa Letter Boxes will be opened for
:o-ll.e:;l::“t;:.:iblle coreopo.‘o.e the lfellowing situations te

DAVID PLA/ A
Nearly oppostu the Rectory .

NEW
hm.tdﬂ-.l&:’o,mm Glazier.
CHEAPSIDE,
l'bpmr-r-d
ST. CLEMENT"s BOA.‘D,
Corner of Plaisance.

The Letter Bexes wlll be ele.rol d.lly (Sundays excepied) at the
fellowing perieds, untl

SIX A II. JJ"D AT NOON,

Except on Mall-days, when llnud of at Noen, they will be cleared
as no': as the Packet ot is al'na’l

Rogal MCIII

in these m of in all
e Rt 18 1 o S e Frh e Shce. previony do the
above-named period.

Post-office, §t. Helier , November, 1852,

PRINTED AT “THE JERSEY TIMES" OFFICE, LIBRARY.-PLACE.

©Royal Mail Group 2015, courtesy of The Postal Museum
This public notice announced the arrival of roadside post boxes in the Channel Islands.
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©Royal Mail Group 2015, courtesy of The Postal Museum, POST 109/751
Early post boxes came in all shapes and sizes as shown by these drawings of potential designs.
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©Royal Mail Group 2015, courtesy of The Postal Museum, POST 101/751
The first post box in London was installed in Fleet Street in 1855. It doesn’t exist any more.
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©The Postal Museum, 0B1996.653
The first post boxes set up in the Channel Islands in 1852 were green in colour but people complained they
were hard to spot in the landscape.
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©The Royal Mail Group, courtesy of The Postal Museum, POST 118/1219
This wall letter box is in rural Cumbria built into a stone wall.
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©The Royal Mail Group, courtesy of The Postal Museum, POST 107/942
A notice dated 1849 encouraging the public to provide letter boxes in their doors.
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©The Postal Museum, 2009_0065_2
Postman became familiar figures on the streets and many popular songs and rhymes were written about their arrival.
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©The Postal Museum, 2011-0463/08
A lantern slide of a London District Letter carrier in uniform carrying letters and a rolled up public notice.
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©The Postal Museum, 2010_0383_24
lllustration of an English Rural District Letter carrier.
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©Royal Mail Group Ltd 2015, courtesy of The Postal Museum, POST 141/08
The Rainbow trials tested different colour stamps to work out which was easiest to cancel.
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©Royal Mail Group Ltd 2015, courtesy of The Postal Museum, POST 150
The Twopenny Blue was introduced for heavier letters that weighed over half an ounce.
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©The Postal Museum
Letter sorting at Mount Pleasant, the biggest sorting office in London.



e m
@ heritage The
LOTTERY FUNDED Museum

©Royal Mail Group 2015, courtesy of The Postal Museum, POST 150
The Penny Black stamp introduced in Britain on May 6 1840.



