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©The Postal Museum 2010-0423/2 ‘Human Ladder for telephone’ 
In the First World War, Post Office engineers were trained to set up, maintain and operate 
telephones on the front line. This hand-coloured lantern slide shows two soldiers, one 
standing on the others shoulders attempting to use a telephone on the front. 



©Royal Mail Group Ltd 2014, courtesy of The Postal Museum POST 68/513 Post Office Circular August 1914
This circular was sent via telegram at the outbreak of the war. It gives instructions for sending letters and parcels to 
the front line. 



©The Postal Museum 2011-0511/02 Belgian Pigeon Post in Flanders 
Carrier pigeons were used to carry messages to and from the front line where telephone lines 
did not exist. The army used about 100,000 pigeons and only two percent of birds failed to 
return. This black and white lantern slide shows pigeon handlers in Flanders, Belgium. 



©The Postal Museum 2010-0423/5 Soldiers send messages by Morse code.
Morse code was used to deliver important messages in code during the First World War. It uses 
electrical signals to send messages based on short and long sounds or flashes of light that represent 
letters of the alphabet. This hand-coloured lantern slide shows British and French soldiers sending 
Morse code messages.



© British Library Philatelic Collection – The Scott Collection. With permission. 
Carrier pigeons were used to carry secret messages during the First World War. The birds were 
dropped by parachute. Agents collected the pigeons and looked after them until they had secret 
information to send home. 


