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Terms of Use

« By downloading this PowerPoint and using these images you agree to
The Postal Museum and Royal Mail Group Ltd terms of use.

« The material in this PowerPoint is provided for non-commercial and
educational use in your classroom.

* You can use the presentation or individual images in lessons and
activities, and print out the images for use in your classroom.

* You can share the presentation with other teachers for non-commercial
and educational use in their classrooms.

« Image credits must be included wherever the image is used. These are
below each image, e.qg. ©The Postal Museum 2010-0423/2

« Non-The Postal Museum material is included at the agreement of the
copyright holder and must also be credited, e.g. ©Courtesy of BT heritage
and archives
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©The Postal Museum 2010-0423/2 ‘Human Ladder for telephone’

In the First World War, Post Office engineers were trained to set up, maintain and operate
telephones on the front line. This hand-coloured lantern slide shows two soldiers, one
standing on the others shoulders attempting to use a telephone on the front.



Complete Edition. Pages 399 to 410,
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POST OFFICE CIRCULAR.

TUESDAY, 11 AUGUST, 1914.
No. 2174.

War News on Sundays,

The Postmaster General has undertaken to forward on Sunday mornings from the Central Tele graph
Office, London, to every Telegraph Office which is open, the latest news from the seat of war received
from the Official Press Bureau,

The messages must be written ont plainly in a bold hand on “flimsies " and exhibited in the window
or in some other position where they can be easily read by the public. They will be headed * Officia)
War News.”

Telograph Offices which collect but do not deliver telegrams may obtain these messages on
application to their Head Office,

The news will also bie sent to the larger Telephone Exchanges and the messages may be telephoned
thence to any subseriber or caller on demand,

Remittances of Gold Coin in the hands of Postmasters and Sub-Postmasters.

With reference to the notice in the Special Post Offico Circular of the Tth August, No. 2172,
Postmasters must continue to remit all Gold coming into their hands to their Metropolitan Office of
Acconnt, and Sub-Postmasters must also continue to remit the Gold in their hands to their
Head-Postmaster.

London Sub-Postmasters should however remit their gold direct to the Cashier, G.P.0,
London, and not to their Head Postmaster,

Parcels addressed to H,M. Ships in Home Waters or to H.M. Troops serving
in British Islands,

No charge for redirection should hereafter be raised in respect of any parcel addressed as described
shove, and if any charge has been raised prior to receipt it should be waived on delivery,

Unpaid or Shortpaid Letters from His Majesty’s Ships,

Such letters, unless addressed to places abroad, should for the present be surcharged at the single and
Bt at the double inland rate of postage,

Unpaid or Shortpaid Letters from H.M. Troops, whether serving in tha
British Islands or elsewhore.

Such letters, unless addressed to places abroad, should for the present be surcharged at the singlo
Iahind pate only., They are to be so surcharged, whether or not marked * On active service—no postage
Smps available,”

R —— . - ——— =
PRWTED BY W, P, GRIFFITH & SONS LTD.,, PRUJEAN SQUARE, OLD BAILEY, E.C,, PRINTERS TO H.M, STATIONERY OFFICE,
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©The Postal Museum 2011-0511/02 Belgian Pigeon Post in Flanders

Carrier pigeons were used to carry messages to and from the front line where telephone lines
did not exist. The army used about 100,000 pigeons and only two percent of birds failed to
return. This black and white lantern slide shows pigeon handlers in Flanders, Belgium.




i
Royal Mail

U E m
@ heritage The
LOTTERY FUNDED Museum

©The Postal Museum 2010-0423/5 Soldiers send messages by Morse code.
Morse code was used to deliver important messages in code during the First World War. It uses
electrical signals to send messages based on short and long sounds or flashes of light that represent

letters of the alphabet. This hand-coloured lantern slide shows British and French soldiers sending
Morse code messages.
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© British Library Philatelic Collection — The Scott Collection. With permission.

Carrier pigeons were used to carry secret messages during the First World War. The birds were

dropped by parachute. Agents collected the pigeons and looked after them until they had secret
information to send home.
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